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# 6 “Afflicting the Comfortable”
July 5th, 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Mark 6: 1-6

Reflection: “A prophet is only despised in his own country, among his own relations and in his own 
house.” 

Jesus could not make an impression on some of those closest to him in the place where he grew up. 
Why? Often the prophets are there and we don’t see, hear or feel them because we have become 
stuck in the same groove. We settle into our comfort zone. We prefer to be influenced by the same 
people and conditions. It takes a shock or an effort to move out into another place where we are more 
open to recognise what is really happening – and look at ourselves in the process. Prophets “afflict the 
comfortable”. There are prophets among us in Australia today who are trying to speak the truth about 
economic justice for the poor and the Earth. Will it take a shock for us to make the effort to shift our 
position and pay attention to them? 

Fact File: The Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP) is a free trade agreement being negotiated 
in secret between Australia, the US, New Zealand, Canada, Mexico, Peru, Chile, Singapore, Brunei, 
Malaysia, Japan and Vietnam. The TPP agenda is being driven by the US on behalf of its global 
corporations, who want changes to our laws which would suit corporations. The current process means 
the details of the deal only become public after it has been signed. The impacts if this goes through may 
be a shock to people and organisations.  

Learn More: AFTINET (the Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network), is a network of community 
organisations, including Church groups, which works for fair trade based on human rights and 
environmental sustainability. Read their Fact Sheets on the TPP  http://goo.gl/wUS7Jn 

Take Action: Write to the Trade Minister, Andrew Robb as well as your local MP and ask them to release 
the text of the TPP and other agreements for full public and Parliamentary discussion before Cabinet 
authorises it to be signed. http://goo.gl/uqI2sP
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